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madness or as a result of a drunken wager; no, he does it
coldly, cynically, just to see. But the monstrous absurdity of
his wedding does not satisfy him, and he quickly tires of his
i new ignominy. He looks around for another crime as a di-
version. For a time he considers bigamy, but eventually re-
jects this idea. He is haunted by the specter of the little girl
whose death he has caused. But the anguish that his daily
visions bring him does not cure him of his boredom; instead,
the anguish itself becomes boring.
Then he joins the social struggle. Unfortunately, he is ill
at ease even among the rebels, because he does not believe in
anything. Verkhovensky implores him, "Oh, be more stupid
Stavrogin, be more stupid." Stavrogin has faith neither in
Christianity nor in the religion of Russian socialism. The or-
ganization of paradise on earth, in the style of Shigalev, does
not appeal to him at all, and the promise that he will one day
become Ivan Czarevitch only makes him shrug his shoulders.
What is the good of all that? The massacres, the setting up of
a huge workmen's hive on the shambles of civilization, the
institution of a new dictatorship over a herd of fools, will not
cure him of his boredom. Repentance alone could relieve
him. Let him publish his confession, let him brave ridicule,
insults, sufferings, then he would find the light. Raskolnikov
is saved because he recognizes his error and desires to be for-
given. The very desire for forgiveness is a heavenly reward.
But Stavrogin, just when he is on the point of yielding to re-
morse, returns to his horrible indifference.
Around Stavrogin Verkhovensky groups several seedy-
looking, but inflamed, revolutionaries. The conspirators are
convinced that their group is only one of hundreds of similar
groups scattered throughout Russia, Verkhoveasky hints
that he has been sent to them by a central committee. He